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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

A R E A FORM NO. 

Or, L 54 

Hingham 

18 C o t t a g e S t r e e t 

Andrew Cobb House 

S i n g l e r e s i d e n c e 

S i n g l e r e s i d e n c e 

J u l i a n C. L o r i n g r e c o r d s 

T r a d i t i o n a l 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in r e l a t i o n to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection (s) 
Indicate north 

Architect 
Exterior Wall Fabric c l a p b o a r d s 

Outbuildings N o n e 

Major Alterations (with dates) 1 8 8 9 " 
a d d i t i o n o f ' c o v e r e d p i a z z a " and m t e r g r a t e d 
a n g u l a r t o w e r . 2 0 t h c e n t u r y , l a r g e and s m a l l 
a d d i t i o n s t o r e a r . 
Condition Good 

Moved No Date 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

Acreage 20,297 sg. f t . 

Setting S i t u a t e d on t h e s o u t h s i d e o f 

C o t t a g e S t r e e t , i n t h e c e n t e r o f t h e b l o c k . 

T h i s s e c t i o n o f C o t t a g e S t r e e t was ex t e n d e d 

e a s t w a r d i n 1868. 

Recorded by F a n n i n / L e h n e r 

Organization Hingham H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date J a n u * r y 2 1 , 1991 



( 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate i n terms of 
other buildings w i t h i n the community. 

SEE INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the r o l e owners played in local or state h i s t o r y and how the 
bu i l d i n g relates to the development of the community. 

The new house a t 18 Cottage S t r e e t , b u i l t b y Andrew Cobb i n 1871, was one o f t h e f i r s t homes 
on t h e n e w l y c o m p l e t e d e x t e n s i o n o f Cott a g e S t r e e t . The f i r s t p a r t o f Cot t a g e S t r e e t , f r o m 
t h e "way l e a d i n g f r o m t h e U n i o n House t o t h e h o m e s t e a d o f t h e l a t e Moses L. Humphrey," 
(Hingham J o u r n a l , Feb. 12, 1847) was l a i d o u t i n 1847. The e x t e n s i o n , c o n n e c t i n g C o t t a g e 
S t r e e t t o N o r t h S t r e e t a t Hingham H a r b o r , was f i n i s h e d i n 1868. As Andrew Cobb does n o t 
a p p e a r i n any o f t h e Hingham D i r e c t o r i e s , he p r o b a b l y was a Boston r e s i d e n t who b u i l t t h i s 
home as a summer r e t r e a t . A p o p u l a r l o c a t i o n , n e a r Hingham H a r b o r and Hingham S q u a r e , 18 
C o t t a g e S t r e e t was s u b s e q u e n t l y r e n t e d " i n t h e season" t h r o u g h o u t i t s h i s t o r y , t h e c y c l i c 
comings and go i n g s o f t h e Boston f a m i l i e s c h r o n i c l e d i n The Hingham J o u r n a l . 

Joseph Dean S w i f t ( b . 1847), a " s u r v e y o r o f l u m b e r , " b o u g h t 18 C o t t a g e S t r e e t f r o m Andrew 
Cobb i n 1877, t h e y e a r o f h i s m a r r i a g e t o N e t t i e T. B e a l ( b . 1856), d a u g h t e r o f we l l - k n o w n 
master m a r i n e r L e a v i t t B. Beal (1824-1892). He s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w i n 1884 
who l i v e d t h e r e u n t i l h i s d e a t h i n 1892. 

SEE INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES w 

Hingham J o u r n a l . May 24, 1889; Aug. 9, 1989; Oct. 3, 1890; May 22, 1891; J u l y 22, 1892; Sept. 
2, 1892; Nov. 2, 1894; Aug. 2, 1895; May 1, 1896; Jan. 8, 1897; May 10, 1 9 0 1 ; June 13 
1903. 

L i n c o l n , G eorge. H i s t o r y o f t h e Town o f Hingham: The Genea l o g i e s , 1892, r e p r i n t ed., 1982. 
V o l I I , p. 74-75; V o l . I l l , p. 228. 

J u l i a n C. L o r i n g Records 8/^5 
Res i d e n t and Business D i r e c t o r y o f Hingham and Cohasset, M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 1912-1913. 
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INVENTORY FORM. CONTINUATION SHEET Cuwwunity: . 

" - HINGHAM 

F o r m N n • 

M4SSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Offir^ffi o f f f p S*fj*taryt Boston 

Cuwwunity: . 

" - HINGHAM 
- A i l l — 1 1 W r 

M4SSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Offir^ffi o f f f p S*fj*taryt Boston 

Property Name: 

Indicate each i tem on inventory form which i s being continued below. 

i 
i 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

18 'COTTAGE STREET ANDREW COBB HOUSE 
i 

A descendant of John B e a l (d. 1688), who a r r i v e d i n Hingham i n 1638, L e a v i t t B. B e a l had a 
long and i l l u s t r i o u s c a r e e r , both as a mariner and as a fisherman. At age e l e v e n , L e a v i t t B. 
shipped w i t h Captain Caleb Wilder i n the schooner "Chrysanthemum. n H i s f i r s t e x p e r i e n c e a t 
the helm was w i t h the S c i t u a t e - b u i l t schooner " A n t e r i o u s , " and he l a t e r skippered the "Bee," 
"Keokuk," "Climax," "Chameleon," "Oolong," "Orinaskee," "Mist," and " F l y i n g Dragon." L e a v i t t 
B. had p r e v i o u s l y b u i l t 34 North S t r e e t i n the 1850s. He l a t e r used t h i s property as a r e t a i l 
f i s h s t o r e w h i l e r e s i d i n g on Cottage S t r e e t . 

R everend John W. Day, p a s t o r of the F i r s t P a r i s h Church, made h i s home a t 18 Cottage S t r e e t 
during the 1890-1899 p e r i o d , r e n t i n g f i r s t from the B e a l s and l a t e r , i n 1895, from E a s t 
Weymouth shoe m a n u f a c t u r e r A l f r e d L. L i n c o l n , who had purchased the property i n t h a t y e a r . 
A l f r e d L.'s w i f e , E d i t h W. L i n c o l n , kept the home u n t i l 1928. The George C. Macllwain f a m i l y 
were th e n e x t owners, s e l l i n g t h e p r o p e r t y i n 1935 to Herbert W., a salesman, and Anne R. 
Barker. 18 Cottage S t r e e t was i n the p o s s e s s i o n of the Barker f a m i l y u n t i l 1959. MJF 

f i p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form atj o t t o m 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Form No: 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Off ice o f the Secretary, Boston 

Hingham 

[Property Name: 

Indica te each i tem on inventory form which i s being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 18 Cottage Street 
Andrew Cobb House 

The 1871 Andrew Cobb House was one of the first two houses built (the 
other is the Hickey/Bouve House, 7 Cottage Street) when Cottage Street 
was extended from Ship Street to North Street. It was then a gable-end 
clapboarded residence with a side wing, a typical residential vernacular 
arrangement of the 3rd quarter of the 19th century. The irregular 
fenestration consisting of two-over-two sash windows is simply enframed 
under slightly projecting lintels. Holdovers from the previous Greek Revival 
Style include the returns at the front gable, the side hall plan, and the 
narrow cornice board at the side elevations. In 1889. the property "was 
much improved by the addition of a covered piazza" (Hingham Journal. 
August 8, 1889) which is a columnar, balustraded porch under a hip roof, a 
fine Colonial Revival treatment. Previous to this enlargement was the 
addition of an integrated angular tower with a conical roof onto the side 
wing. This Queen Anne architectural element popular in the 1880s was 
probably built at the same time as the one added to the Hickey/Bouve 
House, 7 Cottage Street, in 1884. To the rear, are a series of wings and ells. 
The exterior chimney on the west elevation is also a later addition. The 
Andrew Cobb House is a pleasing component in the Lincoln National 
Register Historic District. MBL 


